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Post-election mandate: evangelize
BY JEAN TORKELSON

The 2012 election is widely
seen as a mandate for a world-
view that favors abortion,
same-sex marriage and a re-
stricted role for religion in
America’s public square.

But Catholic leaders in Den-
ver are regarding the 2012 elec-
tion as a mandate for an equal-
ly radical worldview—one that
is as old as two millennia and
as new as tomorrow: to evan-
gelize the world for Christ. 

“There is a struggle for the
soul of our country and a radi-
cal secularism is getting a
deeper hold, and that’s trou-
bling,” said Tim Gray, founder
and president of Denver’s Au-
gustine Institute, the fastest
growing Catholic graduate
school in the United States.
“But  I am very optimistic that
we can renew the Church. And
once the Church is renewed,
the Church can evangelize the
world.”

The day after the election, the
Denver Catholic Register asked
three Colorado-based theolo-
gians, teachers and evangeliz-
ers to evaluate the meaning of
the election. Each of them
urged Catholics to see the elec-
tion, and the apparently sweep-
ing rejection of sanctity of life
values, as a historic opportuni-
ty to reinvigorate the Church.

After all, throughout history,
the Christian’s role is to chal-
lenge the dominant secular
culture, said Curtis Martin,
founder of FOCUS, the Fellow-
ship of Catholic University Stu-
dents.

“We want to live in comfort,
but we were made for great-

ness,” Martin said. However,
“We tend to place our hope and
trust in the state. This is a great
reminder we must place our
hope and trust in Jesus Christ

and his Church (cf. 1 Tim 1:1).”
Catholics should also take

heart that the Church has not
been caught off guard by
events, said Ben Akers, director

of the archdiocese’s Catholic
Biblical School and Catecheti-
cal School. In other words, it’s
not a coincidence, Akers said,
that Pope Benedict launched
the Year of Faith in 2012 and
chose the new evangelization
as its theme.

“The Holy Father said re-
cently that it’s the duty and role
of the Christian to be able to
discern the ‘signs of the times,’”
Akers said. “He has been  read-
ing the signs of the times his
whole life, and he sees we
stand at the edge of a cliff—an
abyss, really, given all the crises
we face—of secular human-
ism, the corruption of finance,
our use of money … this is a
crisis of faith.”

However, in crisis comes
great opportunity, Akers said.

“This  is our chance to really
build a culture of life and what
several popes … including
Pope Benedict, have called, in a
beautiful phrase, ‘a civilization
of love.’”

Evangelize Catholics, too 
Yet a deep fissure divides the

cultures of life and death, even
within the Church. Voting data
shows that 50 percent of
Catholic voters helped re-elect
an administration whose poli-
cies force Catholic employers
to offer insurance options that
violate sanctity of life values,
including birth control, sterili-
zation and abortion.

Gray said that the deep di-
vide among Catholics empha-
sizes even more strongly Pope
Benedict’s call to evangelize the
Church first.
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HAVE hope, Denver theological leaders say. When the world
opposes the Church, she always meets the challenge.
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YEAR OF FAITH: CHRIST
From the Greek translation of the Hebrew messiah,
which means “anointed.” It became the name proper
to Jesus because he accomplished perfectly the di-
vine mission of priest, prophet, and king, signified by
his anointing as “Messiah,” “Christ” (Catechism of the
Catholic Church 436). The name Christian is derived
from that of Christ himself. The name refers to all
those who have been anointed through the gift of the

Holy Spirit in baptism; hence, the followers of Christ, the members of
the Christian Church. According to Acts 11:26, “It was in Antioch that the
disciples were first called Christians” (CCC 1289).
—Evangelization and Catechesis Office, Denver Biblical and Catechetical schools
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BY JULIE FILBY

“At times, you will be tested,
just as I have been tested. Some-
times you will doubt. Even
when you doubt, keep going. Do
not let the doubts overcome you
and never stop going to Mass.
Just say, ‘Lord, I need more faith,
because I doubt right now.’ He
will help you. Remember, even
the apostles doubted. The faith
is the most important gift that
God has given to you. Practice it
and help others to find it once
you have found it yourself.”

That counsel is just a small
portion of a larger message
that Maureen Lanzilotti wants
to leave her 18 grandchildren,
as well as generations to come.
It’s a passage from her faith
memoir written by her niece
Nanette Randall five years ago.

Randall, a parishioner of Our
Lady of Fatima Parish in Lake-
wood, left a long career in hu-
man resources and started
writing personal memoirs in
2006. Through her business
Memoirs By Design, she cap-
tures oral and written life sto-

ries of individuals and fami-
lies—specializing in faith
memoirs that allow Catholics
to pass on to future genera-
tions what their faith has
meant to them.

“A faith memoir is a compila-
tion of the special and simple

stories about a relationship
with Our Lord, his mother, the
saints and the Church,” Ran-
dall said. “It doesn’t have to be
complex or difficult.”

The current Year of Faith can
provide Catholics an opportu-
nity to reflect on the gift of

faith, and describe how it has
impacted their lives.

“By the grace of God,
Catholics have hope. It runs
deep,” she said. “Memoirs give
insight about how hardship
and loss was overcome, or how
perseverance led to joy.”

Such stories of conversion,
love and sacrifice should be told,
revealed, documented and
passed down because once
they’re lost, “they’re lost forever.”

“Stories are lost every day be-
cause of illness, disease or
death,” Randall said. “We don’t
have to lose them. It’s possible
that years from now a family
member might listen to or read
about a journey and be in-
spired to return to the faith.

“What a gift that would be!”
Randall—a wife, mother and

grandmother, who is writing 20
minutes every morning to
complete her own faith mem-
oir—offered the following sug-
gestions for starting one:

Put yourself in a quiet place,
perhaps in front of the Blessed
Sacrament, and think about
times when your faith has been

strongest. Write it down, fill in
the details later.

Get together with another
prayer warrior. Buy a tape
recorder and share stories. Set
aside time to write weekly.

Ask other family members
to talk about what they recall
about being Catholic and what
it means to them.

Locate photographs of peo-
ple who influenced you, and
see if you can remember some
of their faith stories. 

Find letters from people
who influenced you, and see if
you can find something from
the letters that might help you
describe their influence. 

Jot down things you recall
about your faith journey, and
times in your life when you
were grateful for the gift of
faith. 

Seek expert help by hiring
someone to interview, write,
edit and print the story. 

Julie Filby: 303-715-3123;
j u l i e . f i l b y @ a r c h d e n . o r g ;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
Julie

Faith memoirs: revealing one’s story of conversion and grace

PHOTO PROVIDED COURTESY MEMOIRS BY DESIGN

PICTURED above is the faith memoir of Maureen and Anthony
Lanzilotti, researched and written by their niece, Nanette Ran-
dall, through her business: Memoirs By Design.

YEAR OF FAITH

BY JEAN TORKELSON

For a young man coming of
age in the small town of Raven-
wood, Mo., in the fall of 1942,
there was only one thing to do.

“When war broke out, every-
body took the viewpoint that
you had an obligation to serve
your country,” said 88-year-old
Harry Fryar, who survived long
odds to reach this Veterans Day
week of 2012. “All of us local boys
were patriotic, and enlisted in
the service.” 

For Fryar, just out of high
school, enlistment would take
him to the heart of World War
II’s air war over Europe. He was
a farm boy turned flyboy, an
18-year-old country kid trans-
formed into a tail gunner and
crammed into the ball turret of
a B-24 bomber. Locked into
place in a fetal position,
strapped in a harness, man-
ning two submachine guns, he
was unable to move or get out,
even when the plane next to
him exploded, or his own plane
took a direct hit and he was
doused with hydraulic fuel.

Not that getting out would
have changed anything—he
wasn’t issued a parachute.

His job was known as a sui-
cide mission, and he flew 50 of
them.

“I’ve thought about it every
day, because I lost a buddy al-
most every day,” Fryar recalled
recently. “We had 21 crews in my
squadron and out of those 21
crews, two crews—I was in one

of them—finished the 50 mis-
sions. The others were all shot
down, bailed out or captured.”

The Missouri farm kid had to
grow up fast. In an unpub-
lished memoir, “Harry’s War,”
which he compiled from his
own wartime diary, Fryar
speaks the language of the
plainspoken American hero—
do your duty, get the job done.
No complaining—except
maybe about the “stinko
weather” and getting frostbite
at 20,000 feet. 

In short, do courageous
things, in a quiet way.

“I am now officially a combat
man,” Fryar recalls in “Harry’s
War.” “I didn’t know I could

sweat so much at 30 degrees
below zero.”

In the middle of a heavy flak
attack, “I just turned my turret
and crossed my fingers. … I be-
lieve both the Germans and the
Americans were shooting at us.” 

Thank God, his mother did-
n’t know.

Actually, she probably did.
“I wrote my mother consis-

tently day after day when I was
overseas,” Fryar said. His folks
were appalled when their only
son announced he was joining
the Army Air Corps—the pre-
cursor of the Air Force—but Fr-
yar was adamant. His father had
suffered brutally as an infantry-
man fighting in Germany and

France in World War I. In a roster
of dicey choices, Fryar figured
air war trumped ground war.

So he enlisted at age 18. Until
then, his only job away from
home was a brief stint working
in a Denver warehouse. A few
months later, he was recoiling
from the aftershocks of a plane
exploding at his wingtip. 

“That was a little scary,” he
said. 

On the ground, wartime had
its perks. One of his squadron’s
operations officers was Jimmy
Stewart, ace pilot, quiet hero,
and courageous man, only in-
cidentally a famous Hollywood
actor. 

“Everybody had a lot of re-

spect for the man,” Fryar said.
Coming home was sweet, too.

Fryar would enjoy a long, varied
career in corporate manage-
ment. He met Ann Diehl, his
beloved wife, and they raised a
family of five. One of his sons,
Tom, became a priest, and today
is Moderator of the Curia in the
Archdiocese of Denver.

For a Lutheran country
boy—to be the father of a
Catholic priest? Before he con-
verted, those odds had to seem
as long as surviving 50 suicide
missions. But looking back,
what seemed impossible then,
was just God taking his time.

“My theory is that God has a
plan for all of us,” Fryar said,
“and in my case, it must have
been to bring this farm boy
back and let him come home
to raise a family and give the
Church a priest.”

He also has lasting thoughts
on war, and love of country.

“I think people of my genera-
tion made a contribution to
freedom that the younger gen-
eration overlooked and took
for granted,” he said. “It’s kind
of sad when you stop to think
about it—all the wars since,
and no recognition for them. I
don’t think we needed the Viet-
nam War, or the Afghanistan
War, or the war in Iraq. Those
were a matter of politics. But
World War II was a matter of
our survival, and for freedom.”

Jean Torkelson: 203-715-3122;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister

Farm boy to flyboy—one of the ‘greatest generation’ 

ARMY Air Corps Staff Sgt. Harry Fryar survived 50 bombing missions in World War II and re-
turned to America to raise a family, which now includes his great-grandson Mason, pictured
above. He is a member of St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Longmont.


